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his year’s Rally, eighth of the
eries, involved the largest and
most expensive yachts that we
have ever looked at as a
group. It was also ihe first
Rally to be based at a marina
and this made things so much easicr to
arrange thatitis doubtful whether we will
ever consider doing it any other way.

The Royal Lymington Yacht Club,
which is only two minutes walk from the
marina, were our hosts for the Rally and
they hud really put their bucks into the
organization. From catering to coursc-
laying, the event ran without a hitch,
thanks 1o the strong organizing team
which the Royal Lymington fielded to
cope with every eventuality.

The biggest problem, from  Yachting
World™s point of view, had been to devise
a programme of evenls that would
provide really meaningful tests for this
type of boat. We decided to run three main
““rials™ (carefully not calling them races):
one 10 be under motor only, one under
sail only and-one half-and-hall. In
addition, we devised a series of tests
including motoring astern, anchoring,
launching and recovering a dinghy,
reefing und heaving-to.

For the first event, in rather gre;
weather conditions, the fleet was des-
paiched on the pure motoring trial.
Departing at 30second intervals from the
R.L.Y.C. starting platform at the mouth
of the river, the course was straight out
to the Fairway Buoy, outside the Needles
Channel, and back, a distance of 16 miles.
We had hoped for a good, rolling swell in
the Needles Channel but the sea remained
obstinately flat. As far as performance
goes, the chart tells the story.

On completing the powered trial, the
yachts were each asked to motor siraight
astern for about 100 yards. This little test
provided a major surprise in that several
yachts proved quite unable to do it
Among the offenders were the Trintella,
Hamble 37 and Nub 35 which was
suffering from a mechanical fault.

ext day, in a lighter wind than

one would have liked, the

fleet was sent on the pure

sailing trial. The & mile

course consisted of a short

beat, a reach across the Solent.

run back again and final short beat.

Would some of the m.l.v. lypes ever

reach the first mark, one wondered?

Greatly 10 their credit. every single one

managed to sail about 1} miles dead to

windward against a slight tide in about

force 21-3. The front end of the fleet was

Itke a normal yacht race, with the excep-

tion that the Euros used twin genous
rather than spinnaker.

Anchoring. launching, rowing and

recoverin dinghy wus an added bit of

(ToP)  [aentr-une matur salers vathered in the
Lymington Marina

(Centre) o prize-twinners : Nicholson 36, a
haandsome sailing yacht with the added

comfnt of a wheelhonse, and Banjer a
stuwrdvon, o tipe with a rugeed, go-anychere

el)  Yackts moring fast weler both sail and
= power at the start of the third trial

tlautic difper boasting a nicely filling
sprsader o the doronteind leg
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fun on Saturday. The judges were keenls
interested in the anchoring gear but I'm
notsure how much was learned from the
dinghy rest. Davits obviously require less
muscle power but certainly spoil the
appearance of a smallish yacht. Boarding
over the stern did not look very safe and
neither did those boarding ludders that
simply hook over the rail

or the final trial. the hoped-for
fresh breesze of about force 4
was uckily forthcoming. The
yachts sailed the same tnmgle
as e previous day using both
ails and motor, revs beng
restricted to 5 of rated maximum. Sor
like the Nicholson 38, thundered off und
all canvas at pretty extreme angles of he
while others such as the Rogger ¢f |
along mare comforiahle with only the
mainsail set. Al had been told that sl
must be kept fillimg, Afier 8 nules of
motor=sailing, (dark  portion on - the
results) engines had 1o be stopped and
smaller trngle swled under sail alone
On the finad beat. a reduction of il was
ashed Tor which m muny cises consisted
of deletion of one sl such as the nizzeen.
On ginishing, each vacht hove-to and 1t
was interesting (o see that none had any
real problen here

So much for the activities aloat. In
addition o the scrutiny of boats in the
marini there were two further tests. lan
Nicholson, one of the technical judees.
ran a simple inclining test on every yacht
and a “sttlness number” s given in the
individwal descriptions. Lastly, sound
levels were recorded. both on deck and
below, with engines running and again the
results are mnen individualls
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Desioner: Walter F. Raynar
Bunlder/Agent: Freak. G. Mitcheil and Sons. Turxs
Lane. ~Sandbanks  Road. Parkstone. Pool

Dorsat

In several re-
spects the Bar-
bury guve the
judges the b g
gest headache
ol all because
she is a most
difficult  boag
1o pgeonhol:
From the start.
her power trial
performance
was, in parl,
due 1o excel-
gation and. through local
knowledge, she led a break-away con-
lingent that must have saved them a
knot or more. In the sailing trial, in
comparatively light weather the Bar.
bary also did well, but agan we felt that
her beautiful handling had its elicct and
her crew had more 10 do with her per.
formance than on many other boats.
Below, she had a simple and not too
fussy layout with a roomy after cabin
with good sole space, but the confusion
in the judges' reaction to the general
layout can be shown by one judge say-
ing, ‘good sense of interjor design®,
another commenting favourably on the
saloon layout and a third severely criti-
cizing the idea of having the lavatorv
compartment opening trom the after end
of the saloon. She also had a swinging
stove which did not swing properly.
However, lay-out is in part a matter of
opinion and we all liked the general
standard of the joinery—teak edges to
lockers with calches that actually worked
and the lining too. as well as the

Manoeuvring
astern: with the
dinghy in ihe
daviis, vistbility
a't was restricted.
The judges
criticized the
mizzen rigging
which made
access lo the
alter deck
difficult

joinery, received good marks for the
wiy it had been finished and fitied On
deck opinion was again divided. Some
feeling that she was really too small 10
be rigged as a ketch. There was an
awlul lot of rigging for less than 50 sq
metres of sail total and, in particular,
the keich rig mizzen shrouds interfered
severely with access to the afier deck.
An unusual feature of the deck was the
Treadmaster had been semi-recessed into
the grp, which is an interesting idea,
but the recess was roo deep so that water
lodged in each recess and the pads of
the Treadmaster were 100 far apar(
anyway: there was too much slippery
deck between them Engine installation
was classed ag satisfactory except that
little or no attempt had been made to
sound-proof the unit and there was a
recording of 87dBA in the after cabin:
85 being the point when hearing starts
to be alfected after long periods. In fact.
this recording was the second worse in
the Rally.

However. despite the good perform-

(Right) The judges liked the general standard of joinery with
leak edges (o lockers, ang catches that actually worked

fuel tants allowed

"

Barbary proved to be a lender boat. possibly because linked
fuel to run dewn to leeward

ance a more obvious criticism wa,
the overall sability. The simple inclj
Ing test told us that the Barbary w;
one of th: more tender boats in rel;
tion to her displacement and sail are;
but the report suggests that part of t+
trouble muy have been due to fuel rur
ning athwariships from one tank 1
another during the test. And. in an
case. that defect could easily be cure.
with a 3-way cock in the line.

An interesting little boat. very wel
presented which would have been hegt
in the Top Ten of she had not besr
thought a litle bit too tender

LO.A. 9.91m 321t 6in
Lw.L. 7.62m 2511 Oin
Beam 3.15m 10t ain
D:aft 1.45m 411 9in
Displacement 6.1t 6 fons
Sail Area 6.465q m  550sq
Recommended Mercedes

Engine OM 636 (42 bhp)

Standard Price (including sails) £11250
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in 1966, all Yachi- a Yachting World Rally, apnt
ing World Rallics from what has gone bifore, is
2 that the judges are not given

so fur have been dominated hy i e fos e
performance under sail. They ' 1 s e e
have not been races, cven if we e o L E D Ehe )
B e e ‘ 10 Ly down what we consider
e FeliGvel Reriortin the idead winner should e and
Rt then judgze who has come
|

ciency under sail, when com- E L S
pared with price and accommo- — I;L;“ St bt cm'\‘ & L_;C
dationtandsall theother [Hcluzs By THE EDITOR ingas is our custont, as well as
el were: Iookingat, (bt his SpEaiinn, three i sty
‘91.']“;5 Cye_fry-we B hEdoul and by the end, we decided to
B dichn‘:nl direction ani look at the fleet through two
N Fse iy different-coloured spectacles
concegirated the judging on'a Lasl year, we had done this
group of motor sailers; the job three ways and 1 had
only criterion was length over- secretly expected to do some-
all and it was significant that thing similar again. That ap-
thereiSHouId beisopmagyayuil- proach might easily have ended
able on the British market wilth: & “moter siler s 4
within such a narrow band as o0 and 2 Vi gh posiered
9 to 12.metres (approximately auxiliary™ winner, but when
2000 [0 LOA Inipracice. we came o the uctual juduing
we bent our own self imposcd Seksion, ‘there aas, uoanrRON
limits slightly at the bottom agreement that it would he
end to allow the Halmatic 8:30 more useful o award two
torenfer; bt wehardenetl our prizes to the best boats where
hearts to several enquiries just the emphasis was on perfor-
above the upper limit because | mance under p\;\\cr and o
to do justice 1o a rally of this more prizes (o the best boats
i Pl had 1o kﬁcr‘ the where the emphisis was on
Qt’!m 28’;;5[";0"’““5 yion g performance under sail
Because, we were far less
interested in the performance
thun had been the custom in
previous rallies, a much hw}n.r
proportion of the jui
was spent looking at the
accommodation arrangement
the general accessibility and in
particular, at the way in which
we felt that the designer’s
intentions had been satisfied.
There is no point in looking at
an M.F.V. type and complain- &5
ing that she does not sail very
well. Or at a high powered
auxiliary and saying what a
pity she was not given a biager
engine. The term *‘motor
sailer” covers a very wide
range of yachts and we were
particularly interested (o sce

n this Rally. more thar
any other, the actual win-
ners had a narrower lead
over the fleet but, in alpha-
betical order, we
that the Banjer. Deep
dog, Euros Ketch, Fisher 30 de
luxe, Nab 35, Neptunian.
Nicholson 38, Rogger. Salar 40
and Sole Bay 36 mterested us
most and these are pliced m
the Top Ten.
(el Dingh
vail is un vbzives help
(Below  Cans of wwater provided the
Lelt) weeight for inelining i iy
(Below  Ruce briching alongside the
Centre)  Dormahile “ofiice” at the

ol a gate in the
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Ihirds throttle and whatever
able. wiith the proviso thal

yachts were permitted to use two-
sail combinalion they thought suit-
sails had to be kept full at all times

belore the second sailing irial. Din,
rowed twice around the yacht and r

The whole fleet came 1o anchor outside the Lymington River

ghies were ihen Jaunched.
ecovered

For the actual prize winners, we
found the Banjer, the best motor sailer
where the emphasis was on power with
the Fisher 30 a very close second. And
we found the Nicholon 38 1o be the
winner in the sister category where the
emphisin had been placed on sailing
performance. and the Nab 35 second
In fact she was such a close second that
it was dirficult 1o separate them

Tuo get the most out of this report,

spread  over  the  neat 2 pages.
remember the following. The precive
order in the dilferent trials ut sea was
influenced considerably by nuavigational
skills and wailing ab lity. But. muore
imporiant really, remember that ihe
prices quoted are not directly compar
ablz Just as one man's squalor s an-
other’s seventh heaven. so one muan's
“basic price’. is another man's ready -
tor-ses’. The precise price i ~omicthing

the wise und careful buyer in all oo
tully sware of. What the judges have
wied 1o do is 10 diaw attenlion 1o some
el the teatures that ure not so evident

I'r the brochure. This year more

comment  about individual
entries appears on expanded  boit by
bout reporis. rather thun here s hie

been our custom o far.

T A oty

The judges: (left to right) John Winterbotham, managing
Pariners. one of ihe best-known firms of yachi surveyors
Miller-Williams, architect, and newly
Yacht Club of England; Pefer Johns
a judge af every Rally but one since
tish firm A. Mylne and Co. and author of lan Nicholson's

director of M G Dutf ang
on the South Coast: Alan

elecied Rear Commodore of the Royal Western
on. Yaching World's oflshore correspondent ang
7965. lan Nicholson naval architec! with the Scor-

Guide to 8oal Buying

Aesulis of ihe three inals. For the power tral
Force 3-4_in the final table
uncer sai only

the wind was calm. lor the sailing trial light (Force 1-3)

. Ihe black portion shows the round under power and sail

and the shadeg

and for the motor sailing
portion ihe second round

PUWER TRIAL SAILING TRIAL (% Hinished under power ) MUTUR SAILING/SAILING TRIAL |
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Fogger Ncholson 33 Nicholson 38 ———
Salr 30 Nab 35 [ ——
fuos Satar 4 Elzabethan 31 — )
Fimsaler 35 Euios Homble 37
33 Attantc Cligper Salar 10
Bager Batbary Pelegian
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Neptuman i Halberdrer o=
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